Course Title: Academic English 10
Course Instructor: Mrs. Duffy
Email: duffyg@pt-sd.org
Website: http://duffy10.weebly.com
Dear Students:

Welcome to a new school year! I am excited to embark with you on your journey through tenth grade. Because each of you is a valuable part of the class, it is important that we work together to create a classroom community that is safe and comfortable so that we may share our ideas and learn from one another.  To help ensure your success, this document sets up important policies and procedures in order to clearly outline expectations for this course.
Course Overview
Throughout the year, we will improve critical reading skills by exploring various genres of literature, expanding vocabulary, and implementing multiple reading-comprehension strategies.  We will also strengthen writing skills by writing narratives, persuasive essays, informational essays, and creative works, while working to improve usage and grammar. Our general course objectives will challenge us to:

· read independently with greater understanding and interest

· read, analyze, and appreciate various literary genres

· write effectively in various modes and genres 

· define and analyze  literary elements and devices in poetry and prose

· express ideas orally with increased clarity and willingness

· develop vocabulary and grammar

Materials
All of the following materials are required and will be critical to success in this course and must be kept throughout the year:
1. One three ring binder, which must be brought to class every day to organize handouts into three sections:
· Handouts and Notes
· Writing 
· Vocabulary
2. A notebook or loose-leaf paper, which should be kept with binder
3. Planner to document daily assignments, which may be subject to periodic checks

4. Novels will be distributed throughout the year. Care should be taken with all of these items 
5. Grammar and other handouts will be distributed as needed and kept in designated section of binder

6. Pen and # 2 pencil – necessary for note-taking and test-taking

StudentRULES AND Responsibilities
Rules

A few simple rules will create a foundation of respect within our classroom:
1. Be Prompt: arrive to class on time

2. Be Prepared: bring text, pen/pencil, binder, planner, and assignments everyday (no locker passes will be issued)

3. Be Polite: give respect, get respect (This includes following guidelines of PTHS handbook)

4. Be Positive: believe in yourself (never, never quit)

5. Pay attention: follow directions the first time they are given
Consequences
Penalties – Failure to uphold your responsibilities may result in the following
1. Verbal Warning
2. Phone call home

3. Loss of rewards/privileges 

4. Dismissal from the classroom (for severe disruption)
5. Behavior referral to office 
Rewards – Rewards include the following that will be awarded at the teacher’s discretion

1. Verbal praise
2. Free time (at the end of class or week for good group or class behavior)

3. Related film viewings
Entering and Exiting the Classroom:
1. Passes will be given based on urgency

2. Fill out a pass with date and destination
3. Sign out after obtaining teacher’s signature



4. Sign in upon returning to the classroom
5. Please wait for the teacher’s dismissal to leave at the end of class

Focus Activity: At the start of most classes there will be a journal prompt, grammar review, or other instructions on the board. As soon as you enter the classroom, please take a seat and get started on the focus activity in your notebook. 

ASSIGNMENTS

· Assignments will be written on the board, posted on the teacher website, and should be copied into your planner daily.

· On the day they are due, assignments should be out on your desk to be collected or checked at the beginning of class. If you do not have your assignment with you at the start of class, you will not receive credit.

· In general, daily homework assignments will be given up to five points for completion unless otherwise indicated. 

*NO POINTS WILL BE AWARDED FOR INCOMPLETE OR MISSING WORK.

*In general, NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED nor will extra credit be available. If there are extenuating circumstances that prevent a student from completing his/her work, the student must inform the classroom teacher prior to class time. Adjustments will be made based on the teacher’s discretion.

EVALUATION

Each student’s quarter grade will represent a percentage of cumulative points earned for all tests, quizzes, compositions, projects, and daily assignments. Students are required to maintain an ongoing record of their earned points in order to monitor their progress. Students and parents should also check PowerSchool on a regular basis. Grades will be updated at least every other week.
ATTENDANCE
As with any course, your participation is essential for your success. Therefore, attendance is expected at every class. Lower grades are a guaranteed result of a lack of attendance.  If class time must be missed, it is a student's responsibility to keep up with the lessons. If a student knows of an absence in advance, he or she is advised to contact the teacher as soon as possible.  

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is defined as taking words and/or ideas from another person and offering them as one’s own.  Students are responsible for crediting other sources by citing the author, text, publication, web-site, date, etc.  Plagiarized work will result in loss of credit on the assignment and a referral to the principal's office.

Technology Use

Phones and other devices must be silenced and not in use during class, unless given permission to use them. Students are expected to comply with the District’s Technology Acceptable Use policy (page 27-28 student handbook). See BYOD Guidelines.
I have read and understood the course outline: _________________________________________ (student signature)
**Keep this course outline in your folder always**
